THE  VARSITY 


Corresiponbence 


PLEA  FOR  RESURRECTION  OF 
INTERNATIONAL  POLITY  CLUB 

Sir, — 

The  war  weariness  now  manifest  among 
the  European  belligerents  is  the  dawn  of 
the  return  to  sanity.  The  people  are 
beginning  to  recover  from  the  orgy  of 
emotionalism  in  which  they  have  been 
living  for  the  past  three  and  a  quarter 
years.  It  is  now  incumbent  upon  univer¬ 
sity  sentiment  to  reanimate  the  ideals  for 
which  the  International  Polity  Club  strove. 
Our  intellectual  sympathies  must  permeate 
the  barriers  that  have  been  erected  bet¬ 
ween  people  and  people  and  an  attempt 
must  be  made  to  forget  the  immediate 
past  so  as  to  build  for  the  future. 

Our  first  task  is  to  realize  a  speedy 
peace,  but  it  must  not  be  one  dictated  by 
a  military  victory.  The  destructiveness  of 
defensive  artillery  as  shown  by  the  cost¬ 
liness  of  the  allied  advances  on  the  western 
front  would  make  that  peace  a  national 
suicide.  Only  women,  old  men,  and  chil¬ 
dren  would  celebrate  it.  Furthermore,  if 
the  Germans  retreated  involuntarily  they 
would  make  their  pathway  uninhabitable 
for  the  next  half-century,  and  if  they  were 
humiliated  the  fires  of  revenge  would  con¬ 
tinually  burn  and  ultimately  inevitably 
break  out.  For  the  re-creation  of  con¬ 
tented  industry  in  Europe,  for  the  future 
peace  of  the  world  a  truce  by  military 
decision  must  be  avoided. 

A  peace  by  negotiation  is  the  only 
course  left.  The  German  Reichtag  has 
subscribed  to  the  principle  of  no  annexa¬ 
tions  and  no  indemnities.  If  only  the 
Allies  did  the  same,  the  insecurity  that  is 
felt  in  Germany  with  regard  to  the  aims 
of  the  Allies  would  disappear.  The  peace 
party  there  could  say  that  their  opponents 
do  not  menace  Germany’s  territorial  in¬ 
tegrity,  that  France  is  willing  to  submit 
the  question  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  to  a 
plebescite  of  the  people  concerned,  that 
England  will  relinquish  the  African 
colonies  and  that  Italy  does  not  want 
Dalmatia,  so  that  in  return  Germany  must 
abandon  her  conquests. 

It  may  be  urged  that  Germany  must  be 
defeated  to  show  her  the  error  of  her  ways. 
Would  we  admit  we  were  wrong  if  the 
Allies  were  defeated?  It  may  be  said 
that  we  must  defeat  Germany  to  prevent 
future  wars.  Did  the  defeat  of  France  in 
1871  prevent  her  from  entering  the  present 
w'ar?  It  may  be  asserted  that  the  sacri¬ 
fices  already  many  demand  the  victory 
of  their  survivors.  But  would  not  such 
a  course  invalidate  the  sagacious  British 
policy  of  compromise?  It  may  be  added 
that  our  expenditures  demand  an  indem¬ 
nity.  But  is  it  not  true  that  the  indem¬ 
nity  we  could  exact  would  by  reason  of 
Germany’s  impoverishment  only  be  an 
iota  of  our  expense. 

As  for  the  permanent  cessation  of  war, 
that  can  only  be  realized  by  the  peoples  of 
the  countries  concerned.  This  is  proved 
by  contemporary  events.  If  Germany 
wished  she  could  over-run  military 
demoralized  Russia.  Germany  does  not 
wish  because  the  German  Social  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  objects.  Similarly  in  the 
Allied  countries,  if  the  people  objected  to 
being  used  for  imperialistic  purposes, 
Junkers  like  Cecil,  Clemenceau  and  Roose¬ 
velt  would  be  more  moderate  in  their 
demands. 

It  is  in  order  to  organize  the  conscious¬ 
ness  among  students  of  this  change  in 
world-sentiment  regarding  the  war  and  its 
aims  that  the  International  Polity  Club 
ought  to  be  resurrected.  Nothing  could 
be  more  timely. 

Yours  for  revolt  and  in  revolt, 

“Karl  Marx.” 


